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“Doing A Little Good”
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“Doing A Little Good”
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In early October, St. Vincent de Paul was informed the over�ow winter 
shelter was in danger of not opening due to a lack of funding. This shelter 
was a last resort for dozens of people during the coldest months of the 
year when shelter beds capacity is extremely limited. Local conference 
members shared their deep concern for the well-being of those on the 
streets of Waukesha. A Waukesha Vincentian, Mary Freisleben, explained it 
this way, “While we see the face of God in our neighbors, we are 
committed to ensuring that shelter, food and basic necessities are 
available not only for human dignity but, in winter in Wisconsin, actual 
survival.”

St. Vincent de Paul is not just a referral, it is a lifeline for those without shelter 
as Mary describes, “When a call comes in saying “I’m homeless” whether it be 
on a street corner, in a car or a lobby somewhere, our Vincentian mission 
drives the search for immediate shelter. When space is available in one of the 
permanent shelters it entails con�rming a space for our neighbor and 
arranging transportation to get there.  Having adequate space in a shelter, 
such as the Emergency Over�ow Shelter, allows us, as Vincentians, to help our 
homeless neighbors transition to shelter, warmth, food and basic necessities 
as smoothly as possible. This helps relieve the anxiety of not knowing what’s 
happening tomorrow, so plans for moving forward can begin.”

After prayerful consideration, the Board of Directors approved a �nancial and 
programmatic partnership with Housing Action Coalition operating the 
Waukesha Over�ow Shelter. This creative partnership reinforces our 
commitment to ensuring that everyone has a safe place to sleep in our 
Waukesha community.  
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